To the HON.H.A.W.Skeen,Judge of the Circuit Court for Lee County: 
Humbly complaining,your orator Lee Cooper,a citizen of Lee Coun- 

ty,Virginia,wouhd respectfully represent unto your honor,’ that he 
heretofore,to-wit:on or about the day of December ,3899,in- 
termarried with one Leujénia Thomas;that he and she lived hapily 
together until in the spring of 1901,he got into trouble with the 
law,and was incarcerated in the jail of this county for a few days, 
and while there,some one of the prisoners in the Ja14 TORYrMee wart : 2. 
little,and consequently,your orator and two or three others ,who 
were his coeprisoners were indicted and convicted for burning the 
jail of this county,and each sentenced for three years in the Peni- 
tentiary of this State;but your orator along this Summer was pardoned 
by the Governor of this State,and he is now a free mane 

Your orator will further show and allege,that in a very few 
days after he was sentenced and sent off to the penitentiary,his said 
wife ,not having regard for her marital vows,took one Patton Rogers 
and went to Harlan County,Kentuckey,and represented that she was 
a Single women,and again,without having obtained from any court of 
competent jurisdictioh,a divorce,either in this or any other State, 
and went through the farms of matrimonial marriarce and celebratione 


"> 


And,while the conviction of your orator of the felony aroresaid,as 


he is advised by the laws of this State grounds for his said wife 


for obtaining a divorce for your orator, yet he is advised,that she 
would have had to have had a decree from a court of competent juris- 
aiction dissolving the bonds of matrimony existing between him and 
her;that her marriage to said Rogers without such a decree in suit 
brought for the purpose,is null,and she is now guilty of bigamy by 
reason of her said marriage;that after her said marriage with said 
Rogers ,to-wit: within the last three years,she has had carnel con- 
nection with the said Rogers,which connection your orator is advised 
in law is adultery;that said adulterous acts were committed without 
the knowledge,consent,procurement or connivance of xkx your oratorstha 
that your orator and his said wife last cohabited together as man and 


wife in this county;that he is now and has been for more than a year 





2 
next before the institution of this suit a resident of this county 
and State;that hissaid wifemafter she had formed said illegal mar- 
riage with the said Rogers,came to this County and State to live, 
but found out that her actes were illegal,and made her liable to a 
prosecution for bigamy,got scared,and took the said Rogers and went 
to Kentuckey to live,and she is now living in said State in adultery 
with the said Rogers,and holding herself out to be the lawful wife 
of him the said Rogers. 

The premises considered,your orator is advised,that his said wife 
is and has beenn guilty of adultery;that by the laws of this State, 
such adulterous acts entitle your orator to a divorce,a vinculo mat- 
rimoni;that since she is a non=resident of this State,he is entitled 
to have an order of publication for her as the law requires;and that 
on a final hearing he is entitled to have said matrimonial relations 
existing between himself and the said Leujenia for ever dissolvede 
His prayer therefore,is that the said Leujenia Cooper be made a par- 
ty defendant to this bill of complain,that she be required to an- 


~ 


swer the same,but she need not do so on oath,as that is waived; 


that ona final hearing of this causey, that a decree a vinculo mat- 


rimoni be awarded your orator for ever dissolving the bonds of mate 
rimoni existing kxe between your orator and the said Leujenia;that 

all other generaland further relief be awarded your orator that the 
nature of his cause may require.eAnd he will ever pray,etc. May pro- 


1ssueé,etCe 





Virginia, 


Lee County,to-wit:- 

This day Lee Cooper appeared in person before me,judge of 
the County court for Lee County, Virginia,and made oath that KLeu- 
jenia Cooper against whom ne about to- institute a suit in equity, 
in the circuit court for Lee County,Virginia,is a non-resident of 
this Commonwealth. 

Given under my hand,this the Tth.,day of Ocbober,1902. 


LI Reemeninn Glan, Idee of 


the County Court for Lee County,Vae, 





Lee Cooper,Complt. 
VS. Im GChaane@cry .« 
|} Leujina Cooper,Deft. 
This cause cam on this day to be heard upon the bill 
the complainant,the depositions of witnesses and the argu— 
of plaintiff's Cougscl: Om comsidcration of all ee 
amd it apprearing” to the ceurt that an order of publication has 
been duly made,pested and published as the law requires for 


“ap 
XA, NP 


* 


gaid defendant for m four successive weeks,and compieted 


for more tham d5days before the first day ofthis term of the 


court,and she failing to appear,plead or ai oy to the, said 


complainat's:spid bill,for reasons appearing to thé court from 
i | 
the preef im ghid Cause,it is 


A 


that: the said iLeesCooper be and is hereby} a divorce a 
a 4 
>My i rer ever dissolving the bonds of matrimony 
sxisting between the said plaintiff and 
ged,erdercscd and deceréed that 
plaintiff recover from the said pkx defendant his cests 


suit expended. And it is ordered that this cause be 
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The depositions of J.S.Burgin and others taken before me, 


: LJ Te 4, fh : ae | See a ts 


et pC. gS a 
invand for the ‘county of Lee and State of Virginia,at the law 


orfice of E.W.Pennington in the town of Pennington Gap,Lee County 


Virginia,on the Srd.,day of January,1903,te be read as evidence 
in behalf of Lee Cooper,in a certain suit in equity,depending in. 
tne Carcuit Ceurt fer Lee Ceounty,wherein the said Lee Ceoper is | 
complainant,and Leugenia Cooper is defendant. 
| Present ,E.W.Pennington,attormey for Lee Cooper,and 
“ No one for Legenia Cooper. 
Them witness,J.S.Burgin,after being duly sworn deposes as 
follows: 
Ques.(1). What is your name,age,residence and occupation? 
Ans. My name is J.S.Burgin,] am 29 years old,reside in Lee County, 
Virgina,my post office is Domine,and am a farmer and Minister of 
the gospel. ? 
Ga¢ss (2). Are you accquainted the said complainant and defend- 
ant? If so,how long have you know them? 
Ans. I know said partiese I have known Lee Cooper all his life, 
and have known said Legina Cooper some three or four years. 
Quese{(3). Where does said Lee Cooper now live,and how long has 
he been so living? 
Ans. He now lives in Lee. County,Virginia,and has made this county 
and State his home all his life? 
Ques.(4). Where is the said Leugina Cooper now,as you understand? 
Ans. She is at Minge,Tennesse,as I am informed. She has been 
eut er this State 
tKEKE, Something near two years. 
Ques.(5). How long has it been since said Lee Cooper and Leugi- 
na Cooper lived together as man and wife? 
Ans. I think it has been somthing ever two years ago since they 
lived together. While they lived together,they lived in this 
county. 


Ques.(6). Do you know of said Leugina Cooper having carnal in- 


tercourse with any person other than the said Lee Cooper,or of 





ras ee 
any conduct which tenddd to indicate such actes? If so,state 
what 1t was,and when and where. 
BMBEXEXX. Ans. Along about the first days of May,1901,in 
Harlan County,Kentuckey,the said Leugina Gooper came to me 
with a man by the name of Patton Rogers’and asked me to marry 
ocd they had a license from The Harlan County Court Glerk. 
I did marry them. I dom't: think I have seen her sinee the 
day I married them. There were others present when I married 
them. 


And further this depohent saidh not. 


Cooper,another witness,after being duly sworn de- 
follows: 
Ques.(1). Give your name,age,residence and occupation? 
Ans. My name is John J.GCooper,I am 21 years old,reside in Lee 
Gounty,Virgini,and am a farmer. 
Quese(2). Do know the said Lee Cooper and Leujina Coo per? If so 
how long have you known them? 
Anse I am a brother ef said Lee Gooper,and have 'inown him all 
es 
my life. He is older than I am, about two years old,l thimk « 
IT have known his wife,something like four years. I never knew 
Much about her until ae she and my brother were married. 

I thimk they lived together about two years after she and he were 
married. She left him something like two years ago,and took Up 
with a mam by the name of Pattom Rogers, After she had left Lee, 
some time in the Summer of 1901 I saw her amd said Rogers in 

bed together twice; this was at night;they had their clothes 


off,and under the cover. They claimed to be married to one 


another. I know my brother knew nothing about this conduct on her 


part,new was it brought about by his procuement or connivancée * 
She and my brother have not lived together,since I told him 


what [I sawe 





‘Quese(3). Do know where the said Lejina Coover nww lives? If 


iso where? 


Ans. I saw her with the said Rogers at Mingo,Tennessee,about 


itwo or three months ago. I saw them there in bed together. 


wueSe Where does the said Lee Cooper now live,and how long has 


he been so living next before the institution of this suit? 


Ans. He lives 


and making it 


ifer more than 


And further 


Virginia, 


in this county,an@ has been living in the county 


ie 
his home all his life. He has lived in the county 


ar-year mext- befere the institution ef this suit. 


rf a ae 


this deponent saith not. 


Lee County,to-wit:-— 


I, 


JeS.Burgin and John J. Cooper,were duly taken,sworn to and 


subscribed before me,at the time and place and for the purpose 


in the caption mention. 


Given under myhand this the Srd.,day of January,1903.' 
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